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WHO WE ARE



Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Tobacco Control Project (SEPA TCP)

Å7 Counties

Å21 service providers:
ÅHealthcare 

systems
ÅCommunity-

based 
organizations



Services:
o Tobacco Dependence Treatment
o Compliance with youth tobacco sale laws
o Advocacy
o Policy technical assistance
Å Worksites
Å Multi-Unit Housing
Å Young Lungs at Play

o SEPA Wellness Coalition

Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Tobacco Control Project (SEPA TCP)



Services:
o Youth tobacco use prevention

o Tobacco Resistance Unit
o Advocacy Institute #RealTalkTobacco
o Education and Outreach in GSAs

Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Tobacco Control Project (SEPA TCP)



Youth Empowerment and Advocacy



Youth Empowerment and Advocacy



WE ARE PRO-SMOKER



MAIN SOURCES

Å Center for Disease Control and Prevention (cdc.gov)

Å American Lung Association (lung.org) 

Å Truth Initiative Key Facts about Tobacco Use in LGBT Community 
(truthinitiative.org) 

Å Southeastern Pennsylvania Tobacco Control Project data 

Å 2016 Philadelphia Region of Pennsylvania LGBTQA Community 
Health Needs Assessment Results (William Way LGBT Community 
Center; LGBT Health Link)

Å LGBT Health Link (LBGThealthlink.org) 

Å This Free Life (thisfreelife.betobaccofree.hhs.gov) 



LGBTQ ISSUES

HIV/AIDS

Mental Health

Bullying, Violence, & 
Discrimination

Suicide 

STIs 

Housing

Healthcare Access

Tobacco Use



LGBTQ ISSUES

Tobacco Use

Tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death in 
the U.S. 

Accounts for 393,000 deaths each year

Accounts for 30,000 LGBT deaths each year



TOBACCO IS AN òLGBTQ ISSUEó 

20.6% of LGBTQ use tobacco products in the U.S.

? of lesbian and bisexual women 16-24 smoke 

? of LGBTQ smokers want to quit. 

48%

90%

Lesbian and bisexual women (of all ages) smoke 9.7 times 
the rate of straight women. 



WHO SMOKES AT HIGHER RATES? 

SOURCES LGB General 
Population

CDC 20.6% 15.1%

American Lung 
Association

30.4% 20.6%

Truth Initiative 23.9% 16.6%

Philly Area LGBTQA 
Community Health 
Needs Assessment

26.9% 19.9%

Gallup 28% 18%

SAMHSA 32% 20%



WHY IS TOBACCO SO PREVALENT?

Stress

Social and cultural norms

Other contributing health factors 

Targeted by the tobacco industry 



WHY IS TOBACCO SO PREVALENT?

stress



WHY IS TOBACCO SO PREVALENT?

social and cultural norms



WHY IS TOBACCO SO PREVALENT?

other contributing health factors 

ÅInsurance

ÅMental health

ÅHomelessness

ÅHIV 



OTHER HEALTH FACTORS ðINSURANCE 

Less likely to be insured (p<.05)

43.5% of LGBTQ in Philly region are not out to 
their health providers 



OTHER HEALTH FACTORS ðMENTAL HEALTH

More likely to have mental health issues (p<.05)

Tobacco is 71% higher among adults with mental 

illness. 



OTHER HEALTH FACTORS ðHOUSING 

Tobacco use is 310% higher among houseless 

adults

20-40% of houseless youth are LGBTQ



OTHER HEALTH FACTORS ðHIV 



WHY IS TOBACCO SO PREVALENT?

targeted 
by the 
tobacco 
industry 





83.4% of 
�>�'���d�Y�����}�v�[�š��
appreciate that 
the tobacco 
industry 
advertises to 
the LGBTQ 
community 


