
Community Partnerships as catalysts for a Food Facelift – 

exploring the transformation of a corner of industrial West 

Duluth: EDIBLE DULUTH: DENFELD 



What is Edible Duluth: Denfeld? 



Where is Edible Duluth: Denfeld? 



Mission: The Junior League of Duluth is an 

organization of women committed to promoting 

voluntarism, developing the potential of women 

and improving communities through the effective 

action and leadership of trained volunteers. 

Vision: Women around the world as catalysts for 

lasting community change 





Why focus on food insecurity? 
• ...nearly 30 million people live in low income areas with limited access to 

supermarkets (Policy Link) 
 

• ... 35% of people lacking access to food are also low income (Policy Link) 
 

• ...25,170 people in St. Louis County are food insecure. (Feeding America) 
 

• ...12.9% of people in Douglas County are food insecure. (Feeding America) 

 

• ...in our region (NE Mn and NW Wisconsin),20.5% of children are food 
insecure (up 8% in the last few years) (Second Harvest) 

 
…Northland soup kitchens and food shelves served more than 600 people per 
day (Second Harvest) 

 

• …. Food insecurity is tied to chronic disease (Journal of Nutrition) and has 
an “insidious effects on the health and development of young children” 
(American Psychological Association) 

 





Why Edible Duluth: Denfeld? 
• Data-driven decision 

• Retail options (capacity-building) 

• Community-building 

• Food access 

• Site location serviced well by public 

transportation 





http://www.extension.umn.edu

/rsdp/statewide/deep-winter-

greenhouse/  
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Special thanks to our funders: 



Association of Junior Leagues International 





WHAT’S NEXT? 





Dr. Adam M. Pine, Confronting 

Hunger in the USA: Searching for 

Community Empowerment and 

Food Security in Food Access 

(2017) 



“… volunteers spend so much time 

building community with one another & 

securing bare necessities for people 

experiencing food insecurity that work 

which challenges the systemic problems 

of the US food supply system never gets 

done.” (17) 


